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The y in Linney. 

Welcome to y, a quarterly publication 
that asks ‘why?’, or perhaps ‘why not?’ 

Working creatively at Linney means 
being innovative, inquisitive and 
challenging, whether that’s on a 
commissioned project, or simply when 
we feel the urge to be experimental.  
We believe any subject can be explored 
in this way and this publication helps 
us to share some of our creative 
investigations and thoughts with you.

Curiosity keeps us asking why.  
You could say it puts the y in Linney. 
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The city. Like all hives, it buzzes. 
Like so many tourist traps, spattered 
with icons. So familiar you barely 
need hop on the plane.

Unless you adjust your gaze. 

Step around the tourist traps. 
Bypass the obvious. And behold the 
real life of real cities. That’s how we 
like to look at the world.
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“Some tourists think Amsterdam is a city of sin, but in truth it 

is a city of freedom, and in freedom, most people find sin.”

John Green, The Fault in Our Stars
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“The houses became more splendid 
and with this splendor was a haunted 
look, like the ghostly houses in Borges’ 
stories. They were built in the French 
style and had gothic grille-work and 
balconies and bolted shutters. They were 
the color of a cobweb and just as fragile-
seeming and half-hidden by trees.”

Paul Theroux, 
The Old Patagonian Express
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“Not to find one's way in a city may 
well be uninteresting and banal. 
It requires ignorance, nothing more. 

“But to lose oneself in a city, as one 
loses oneself in a forest, that calls 
for a quite different schooling. 
Then, signboard and street names, 
passers-by, roofs, kiosks, or bars must 
speak to the wanderer like a cracking 
twig under his feet in the forest.”

Walter Benjamin
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“We are in danger of making our cities 
places where business goes on but 
where life, in its real sense, is lost.”

Hubert Humphrey
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“Clearly, then, the city is not a  
concrete jungle, it is a human zoo.”

Desmond Morris
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“A city is a place where there is no need 
to wait for next week to get the answer 
to a question, to taste the food of any 
country, to find new voices to listen to 
and familiar ones to listen to again.”

Margaret Mead
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“Every city has a sex and an age which 
have nothing to do with demography. 
Rome is feminine. So is Odessa. 
London is a teenager, an urchin, and, in 
this, hasn't changed since the time of 
Dickens. Paris, I believe, is a man in his 
twenties in love with an older woman.”

John Berger
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“Houses without people, people without houses.”
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“I couldn't have written things like ‘Low’ 
and ‘Heroes’, those particular albums, 
if it hadn't have been for Berlin and 
the kind of atmosphere I felt there.”

David Bowie
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Osaka
J A P A N

“What strange phenomena we find in a great 
city, all we need do is stroll about with our eyes 
open. Life swarms with innocent monsters.” 

Charles Baudelaire
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“Cities, like cats, will reveal themselves at night.” – Rupert Brooke34—35 34—35
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